        We are gathered  tonight to pray for those who died homeless in  the Green Bay/Brown County area in 2011.  This year people in 150 cities in the United States have stopped their daily activities to remember those who died on the street, in abandoned buildings, or as residents of shelters or transitional housing.   

         We gather in loving memory of those who too often died alone and without family at their side.  

         We gather to remember how they died of illness, exposure  and violence.   

          We gather to remember why they died.

          They died because we live in a society where foreclosed buildings and the cost of affordable housing leaves properties empty and abandoned while people suffer outside.

           They died because poverty rates are going up as

opportunities to work are being eroded and wages, public assistance and health care are being cut .

            They died because we live in a society where doing good is a choice, and increasingly limited by local ordinances and laws which limit our ability to give food and shelter to those most in need.

          They died  because homelessness is considered by some to be a choice freely made by the individuals.  Individuals who choose to  suffer from unemployment, untended mental illness, addictions, gender discrimination, violence, neglect or  abandonment. A choice by those overwhelmed by a lack of personal and social supports, who found no one to help and no where to turn.
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       We remember our dead, those known to us who shared their life on the streets or in the shelters as helpers or homeless.

       And as we remember our dead, we pledge to remember those still living and not to let ourselves grow complacent, callous or hard to their suffering .

       We pledge to treat with dignity those among us who have no home.

        And it is my hope and prayer that one day we will have a permanent memorial for these our homeless dead.

        A permanent memorial to remember what they endured to wake us up to the need to find a way to end homelessness in Brown County.  

        A permanent memorial to the fact that they died to sound the alarm, to wake us up to the fact that something is desperately, horribly wrong in our society where so many of us feel free to live our daily lives without knowing, seeing or believing that our homeless neighbors are suffering and dying around us.

       A permanent memorial which will stand in memory of the cost our homeless paid to help us become a community of caring and committed individuals and groups who will find an end to homelessness  in Brown County.   

       Now I would like to invite those who knew some who paid this cost to share their memories with us.

Jessica Powers: There is a Homelessness

p.32  Out of Silence  

There is a homelessness,never to be clearly defined.

It is more than having no place of one's own, no bed or chair.

It is more than walking in a waste of wind,

or gleaning the crumbs where someone else has dined, or taking a coin for food or clothes to wear.

The loan of things and the denial of things are possible to bear.

Councilwoman Jannie Blackwell Declares Dec.21, 2011  'Homeless Persons Memorial Day' at Candlelight Vigil in Philadelphia, PA.

“Whereas adequate housing is essential for healthy families and communities and individuals,


And whereas, housing has become increasingly inaccessible because of rising costs and a shortage of affordable apartments and homes, 

And whereas, nationwide, each year an estimated 3.5 million people experience homelessness with an estimated             homeless people

in the state of Wisconsin and            in the city of Green Bay.  That's too many people.

And whereas, December 21 has been designated National Homeless Persons' Memorial Day by the National Coalition for the homeless and is so recognized by cities nationwide, 

And whereas, in this season of generosity and sharing, citizens of Green Bay are encouraged to commit themselves to promoting 

compassion and concern for all, especially for the poor and homeless,

And whereas, in remembering those who have died on the streets, the cause of ending homelessness is urgent as the city's collective  commitment to preventing such deaths in the future,

Therefore, by virtue of this citation, the Council of the City of Philadelphia does hereby designate and declare December 21,2011 Homeless Persons' Memorial Day in recognition of people who have died on our streets in emergency shelters, transitional programs and hospitals, and in condemned or abandoned properties, from ailments and conditions directly related to homelessness.  We at City Council extend our sincere respect and admiration for all of you here today and all of you who realize the struggle has to continue.”

